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Braxton Jagannathan, 5, of Frankfort gets a handful of special foam from Professor Maria, a Mad Science instructor, on Thursday, April 25, during a Mad Science
event at Kidswork Children’s Museum in Frankfort. MARY COMPTON/22ND CENTURY MEDIA
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Children embrace passion
for science at KidsWork show

MARY COMPTON, Freelance Reporter

A child fascinated by a physics experi-
ment today may well go on to become to-
morrow’s great scientific mind.

On Thursday, April 25, the Fire and Ice
show at Kidswork Children’s Museum in
Frankfort enchanted young scientists with
an entertaining array of foaming showers,
flash paper, a balloon that fit in a small
glass and much more.

Professor Maria, the instructor who ran
the event, is part of the worldwide program
Mad Science.

“I am part of a group of instructors that

go around and show kids how fun science
can be,” she said. “Anywhere there are
kids, Mad Science is there. Kids learn dif-
ferently; they learn by seeing something
amazing and will remember it. Our most
important group is preschool through fifth
grade.”

Professor Maria started her show by ask-
ing Braxton Jagannathan, 5, of Frankfort,
to tear up a card in a deck of cards. Next,
she lit the card on fire, which of course
disintegrated. After covering up the burnt
pieces, Professor Maria asked Jagannathan
to lift up the lid — and lo and behold, the
card had been put back together.

“This is a magic trick, but I explain the
science behind it,” Professor Maria said.
“We hit keywords. I'm using dry ice in the
show, so they will be hearing words like
‘carbon dioxide,” and they’ll hear ‘subli-
mation.” Hopefully, they will remember
that dry ice is made from carbon dioxide
and it sublimates.”

The professor then encouraged Dennis
Curtin, 6, of New Lenox, to get more air
in a large red balloon, explaining that the
experiment demonstrated a physics law
discovered by scientist and mathematician
Daniel Bernoulli.

For Nicole Underwood, KidsWork Chil-
dren’s Museum executive director, one of
the goals was to bring fun STEM, or sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math-
ematics programs to the museum.

“We have brought in two new exhibits
from our fundraisers the last two years,”
Underwood said. “In 2017, we were able
to acquire our fire station exhibit. This
year we installed our wind tubes, which
is geared towards STEM and STEAM.

Professor Maria (left), an |nstructor wuth

Mad Science, shows Dennis Curtin, 6,

of New Lenox, how to get more air in a
large balloon during a science experiment
Thursday, April 25, at KidsWork
Children’s Museum in Frankfort.
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That is what the museum has been lacking.
We’re hoping that will bring in older kids
to the museum.”

Kidswork Children’s Museum is geared
toward children ages 1 through 6, but Un-
derwood is hoping to reach more children
in the 8- to 10-year-old range.

“Bringing this Mad Science program is
good for our older students as well, even
12-year-olds,” Underwood said. “I really
want to put an emphasis on science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics in
this museum.”

According to the museum’s website,
KidsWork is Will County’s first children’s
museum and provides cultural and educa-
tional opportunities for families through-
out the area.

“We want to bring more exposure to
KidsWork,” Underwood said.

Rebecca Rossi, a Frankfort parent, vis-
its the museum several times a month. On
Thursday, she brought her 7-year-old son
Benjamin because he loves science.

“He enjoys experiments with dry ice,”
Rossi explained, “My husband is an engi-
neer, so we do a lot of science activities at
home and go to a lot of science events. It’s
very important.”

The museum’s yearly fundraiser is
scheduled for 7-11 p.m. Friday, May 3, at
CD&ME in Frankfort. The 10th annual
gala is hosted by Mayor Jim Holland, along
with his wife, Stacy, and features a Cinco
de Mayo theme. Tickets are available at the
museum at 4kidswork.eventbrite.com or
by calling the museum at (815) 469-1199.
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Garden Walk
Enjoy a beautiful June day visiting
some of the most beautiful gardens in the
Joliet, Plainfield, Shorewood, Minocka, and Plattville communities on
this self-guided tour.

Saturday, June 22
9am-4pm « Rain or shine
$15 per person
Register at joliethospice.org

under events
or call 815-740-4104

Benefitting the Pediatric Program of JACH

Sponsored by: m isDaley’s m

Joliet Area
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info@greystonehomesllc.com
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- QUSTOM SERIES
HOMER GLEN
® Our open floor plans allow you to

customize your home to fit your
dreams and desires.

® 2-story townhomes feature a first
floor master along with additional
bedrooms.

® Walk out or look basement
included.

TOWNHOMES

FROM THE MID $400’s

Model is located at 14713 Astor
Lane, Homer Glen

Phone: 630-323-7600
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